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CHALLENGE AND CHANGE IN SOCIETY

Mr. Jenkinson


Course Description:

This course examines the theories and methodologies used in anthropology, psychology and sociology to investigate and explain shifts in knowledge, attitudes, beliefs, and behaviour and their impact on society.  Students will analyze cultural, social, and biological patterns in human societies, looking at the ways in which those patterns change over time.  Students will also explore the ideas of classical and contemporary social theorists, and will apply those ideas to the analysis of contemporary trends.
  UNITS 

	 Ch. 1
	General introduction to the social sciences

	Unit 1
(ch.2,3,4)
	Social Change
What are Anthropology, Psychology, and Sociology? How do these disciplines research the causes and effects of personal, societal, and cultural change?

	Unit 2
(ch.5,6,7)
	Social Trends

How do cultures, societies and individuals define and promote well-being?

	Unit 3
(ch.8,9,10)
	Social Challenges

How and why is Canadian society changing?


Evaluation:

Students will be assessed according to the achievement categories presented by the Ministry of Education: 

Knowledge/Understanding (25%); 

Thinking/Inquiry (25%); 

Communication (25%); 

Application (25%); 

● 70% of the final grade will be based on course work

● 30% will be based on a final exam and independent research project  

Text: 

You will receive the following textbook for this course and you are asked to bring it to class, along with paper and a pen.  A separate binder is highly recommended.

Bain, C., Colyer, J., DesRivieres, D. & Dolan, S. (2002). Transitions in Society: The Challenge of: Change. Toronto, ON: Oxford University Press.

12 Society Expectations
· Attend class regularly and be on time
· Turn off cell phone
· Respect other people’s opinions and DO NOT talk while the teacher or classmate is speaking
· Missing handouts may be picked up at the front of the room
· Complete all assignments and use class time wisely or it will be removed
· Participate regularly and become active in lessons and discussions = this course belongs to you!
Academic Honesty

· No form of academic dishonesty will be tolerated and will include disciplinary actions
Class Discussions and Privacy Issues

· The content of this course covers some sensitive and controversial subjects. Discussion is promoted and varying viewpoints are encouraged. Please show respect for other’s ideas. Some personal biases may be inappropriate to share if they are deemed offensive to others in the classroom. (For example, negative stereotypes)
